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"LXnds intersected by a narrow frith, 
Abooi each other, Mounta'iis interposed 
Make euemies ot nations, who bad else 
Like kiudied drops beeu mingled into 

one. 
Suretheie is need of social intercourse, 
Benevolence and peace, and mutual aid^ 

Between the nations." - 

"Tlieie should he peace, 



And brethren in calamity should love.'' 

Cowpwt. 

IN an association for literary purpo- 
ses the writer who for the time 
holds the pen, and acts as the minis- 
ter of the political department, does 
not necessanly sink his own indivi- 
duality, or merge into the mere sciibe : 
he has a light to express opinions, 
which may differ from those of some 
of his colleagues, and is not bound 
to suppress his own in condescension 
to the opinions of others. He m 
such a case, however, should express 
his sentiments, so as to show they 
rest on his own authouty ; and to ex- 
onerate fhe corp$ he must lay aside 
the royal style, and let ive and our 
appeal less frequently in his compo- 
sition. The rights of tree discussion are 
thus preseived, and it is open to his 
colleagues and others to express op- 
posite sentiments, for it is hoped that 
the pages of the Belfast Magazine 
will ever genet ally be open to both 
tides of every important question. 

The writer of the present retros- 
pect feels the foregoing explanation 



necessary in submitting his opinions 
oh the subject of the repeal of the 
Union, which now rouses so many in 
Diibliu horn their torpid apathy, "and 
causes an appearance of local pa- 
triotism in tl)Q,e who looked with in- 
difference on the barefaced corrup- 
tion exposed to open day in all Us 
deformity, m the memorable investi- 
gation in the session of 1809. Dud- 
ho, whence this meteor of patriotism 
has suddenly broke forth, was then 
silent. Sir Francis Buidett's strug- 
gles tor liberty and reform di4 not 
produce one sympathetic movement 
in that city. "J he^e repealing pair ots 
do not venture to go deep enough 
to exploie the causes of the state of 
unexampled distress under which lie- 
land sutfeis, not exclusively, but in 
common with tne rest of the em- 
piie. If they leally aim to deseive 
the title of true patriots, let them 
add to the list ot grievances in their 
petition, the mighty source of all 
the evilsy the destructive war, in whu h, 
without motive, we are engaged. Let 
them rise to the asseition of this 
bold truth, and then they would dis- 
cover the causes which paralyse the 
trade of Britain, as well as of Ireland. 
We have not an exclusive right to 
complaint. We suffer only a portion 
of the general calamity. The union 
has not caused the stoppage of the 
West country banks, did not force 
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guineas almost generally to disappear 
in circulation, 01 produce the bank- 
ruptcies in London, and other parts 
of England, equalling, at {east, the 
distiessfng events of a similar nature 
in Ireland. 

The measures by which .the union 
was effected, and the motives of 
most of the actors, in this disgiaceful 
tiansaction, are justly deseiving of 
execiation, but the union, considered 
abstiactedly, had a tendency to allay 
party feuds, and to relieve us fiom 
the rough riding of some of our 
Irish unprincipled jockies.; — 

If we may be allowed to speak 
impaitially of the dead, in what tes- 
pect liave we to 1 egret the dissolu- 
tion of the Irish paihament' After 
they recoveied from the lit of patu- 
otism, into which, partly from fear, 
and paitly irom fashion they weie 
led in 1782, what was their subse- 
quent conduct ? Could any parlia- 
ment be mere obsequious to ministerial 
leading slimgs ' 01 in the view of sober 
and impartial judgment, luve Irish 
affairs been woise managed in the last 
ten years, than id the period from 
1790 to 1800. National vauUy may 
magnify the importance of a lcsideut 
parliament, but do fact?, those tne- 
sistibie aiguments, justify tne asser- 
tion % Dublin, the mishapen and ois- 
propoitioned head of a nation, by this 
and other causes, rendeied feeble and 
rickety, may complain of its loss. 
The perfumers, the playeis, the le- 
tailers of supeifluities, may complain 
of the loss of tru-ir trade. Daly's 
Club house, that convenient lounge 
for legislators, waiting for the call 
to decide by their unweighed 
and profligate votes, the fate of their 
country, may not now be so crowded ; 
but the meichants of Coik, Water- 
ford and Belfast, nay perhaps the 
gfeneral importing merchants in Dublin, 
feel no cause to blame the union. 

To a ceiUW degiee pailiamentary 
refomi has been introduced into Ire- 
land, and though fiom the operation 
of counteracting causes, this abolition 
of rotten boioughs pioduces no ef- 
fect in the geneial scale at present, 
yet i precedent is set, which m.ght, 
tinu< ' .! change of circumstaaces, be 
useful, ai.d seive as a model for ef- 
)tuuai and sadjcal reform. Decla- 



mations against the union have the 
effect of alienating the minds of the 
lush from their British brelhien. 
" Biethien in calamity should love," 
and the cause of complaint is not of 
lush against British, but both have 
a common cause to seek tedress of 
guevances, common to both, and look 
for a refoim equally wanted by both. 
They have a common gitjund of just 
complaint, and a common ruin to 
dread, if reform is too long delayed^ 
Under such circumstances instead of 
the distraction of local and exclusive 
politics, the united cry in both count) ies 
should be, no pecuxathjn, no cor- 
ruption; EQUAL RIGHTS T& ALL, AND 
A RtFORMED RbPRbSLNTATlON. 

As this retrospect- forms a com- 
pound of history and comment, it re- 
mains to be stated, in the way of 
history, that an aggiegate meeting 
of the citizens, freemen and freeholder* 
of the city of Dtiolm was held on 
the l»tt> inst. Sir James Kiddal), Knt. 
High Sheriff of the City of Dublin 
in the Chair; Str Edwaid Stanley, the 
other Sheriff, having, declined to join 
in the call of the meeting ; when 
petitions to the king, and both houses 
of the imperial paihament, were a- 
greed to. The lesolutions of this 
meeting will be lecorded among tne do. 
diluents. It is said that foui count'n-s, 
JMeath, Mayo, Kerry and Galway aie 
preparing to me-et foi the purpose of 
joining in similar measures. 

Causes- of just complaint against 
the administiatioii of public affairs, 
in Ireland since the period of the 
union may be adduced without the 
difficulty of much lesearch. But thei e 
is little room to expect better conduct 
under a resident paihament. Public 
benefits weie promised at the union, 
but they were not realized. The 
promises of statesmen aie made to 
deceive, and not to be fulfilled. "The 
piomise was made to the ear, but 
biokentolhe hope." Catholic eman- 
cipation, and an amelioiatton of the 
system of tithes, the greatest gnevance 
ot Irt;,and, weie delusively piomised 
n.oit ptobably without an intention 
to fulfil the expectation. These pro- 
mises have not been kept; but il the 
union had not taken place, could we 
reasonably expect that these measuies 
of justice and sound policy wou.cj 
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have been conceded, to pacify and 
tfanquilize oar country » 

As a barometer of public opinion, 
ami of the change which is silently 
and gradually taking place, it may 
be noted that lately at a meeting of 
tfee freeholders of Gloucestershire to 
put in nomination a candidate for 
tlie representation of that county, the 
tones affected to profess whiggish prin- 
ciples, but the whigs conceded' on the 
other hand, so as to expi ess their en- 
niity to radical reform, and both par- 
ties coalesced in practically admitting 
the interference of peers in returning 
representatives to the house of com- 
mons. Such n frequently the state of 
election contests. It is merely a sti ug- 
gle between different branches of the 
aristocracy, and the people haye lit- 
tle weight, and little interest in the 
event. 

The harvest has been so much 
benefited by the late favourable weather, 
as to affoid good hopes of plenty, and 
the quartern loaf has been lowered 3d. m 
London. The sycophants of power have 
made use of this highly favourable 
change, to abuse those who entertain- 
ed reasonable fears of the haivest — 
A few weeks ago, appearances were ve- 
ry doubtful, but the late very fine wea- 
ther has decidedly turned the scale in 
favour of abundance. Still the harvest 
is very late, and without the intei ven- 
tion ot so long a series of dry weather, 
it -would have been extremely pieca- 
rious. 

The necessity of retrenchment in the 
public expenditure, is now beginning to 
be' generally acknowledged. Huskis- 
son, a man well versed in the mjste- 
ry of finance, in his speech in parli- 
ament last session, made some mipoi- 
tant dtscoveries deserving of attention 
from his abilities and puctical know- 
ledge, as also from his apparentstnce- 
rity, of which, as a pledge he staled 
that he resigned his situation, when he 
found the piesent administration were 
determined to proceed in the s) stem, 
which he described as so destructive. 
From the speech of Mr. lluskis- 
son in the house of commons on the 
war estimate of the year, the following 
may be stated as his declared o- 
pimon — 

1. That the average annual expendi- 
ture exceeds the annual average pub- 



lic income by the sum of 21,0OQ,0O<H 
2. That the charge of a loan of 
21,000,000/ will exceed the sum «f 
1,200,000/. per annum. 

3. That taxation on consumption has 
been earned so far that no new or ad- 
ditional tax can be productive of in- 
creased revenue. 

4. That the direct taxes cannot be 
rendered more productive than they 
now are, without regulations of intole- 
rable severity. 

5. And that therefore our scale of 
expenditure must be reduced 21,000, 
ooo/. per annum, meiely to equalise it 
with our income." 

The several committees of inquiry, 
and commissioners of accounts are also 
from time to time making some use- 
ful discoveries, and raking up the ken- 
nels of corruption. But while they 
may cause a few shovel- frills to be 
thrown out, corruption is still accumu- 
lating by waggon loads. The drift in 
appointing these committees appears 
more to defeat inquiries which could 
not be entirely stifled, than to make 
a thorough-going search. How easily 
ministers are satisfied, on the fubject 
ot retienchment, may appear from some 
trifling savings announced witti great 
pomposity in the ministerial news-pa- 
pers as the very extent of safe practi- 
cal reform. Some commissioners were 
to be curtailed man allowance of pub- 
lic breakfasts on paittcular days, and 
fewer newspapers were to be taken in- 
to public offices for the accommoda- 
tion of the clerks. These retrenchments 
so far as they go, n»»y be w ell enough, 
but they are too insignificant to be no- 
ticed, unless the principle is followed 
up. Like to the conduct of the socie- 
ty for the suppression of vice, by 
whom the poorer offender is punished, 
while the higher criminal escapes, the 
perquisites of the cleiks are curtailed, 
but the peculation of the heads of offU 
cesremam. "Mind, mind yourselves," 
is the general watch-word through 
all departments of the state, and thus 
the public burdens are increased — 
There is a fellow feeling m guilt, and 
few are sufficiently clein handed them- 
selves to detect abuses in Others. 

" Examine well 

His milk white hand ; the palm is hardly 

clean—- 
Buthue feud there an ugly smutch appeals: 
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Foh ' 'twas a biibe tbat left it. lie has 

tauch'd 

Corruption 

Authonty himself' — not seldom sleeps, 
Though lesldeot and witness ot tlie wiong ; 
When he should stnke, he tieuiblet, and 

sets tree, 
Himself ensla-ied by tenor of the band." 
Among the documents will be 
found some curious instances of mis- 
conduct set foilh in two reports res- 
pecting the linen boaid. Proiuse ex- 
penditure cbaractenzes their pioceed- 
ings,; butl,he misconduct of Chailes 
Duffin their inspector general, was so 
glanng, as to cause them to appoint 
a committee to inquire into his con- 
duct. The proceedings aie given at 
full length among the documents, and 
discover an instance of iraud, suc- 
cessfully detected, and of as weak and 
unpiincipled a defence as ever 
was set up. It is strange to hear 
a man attempting to justify a fraud 
by pleading a temporaiy ' insanity 
aiisingfiom a paroxysm of the gout! 
Large sums out ot the public; purse 
are annually placed at the disposal 
of the linen board.- How much of 
this expenditure is really necessary, 
and bow much is employed in pio- 
moting patronage, and the power of 
office, aie questions deseiving of 
speedy and full investigation by those 
who ought to be the guardian* of 
the public purse. If the day of 
strict inquiry into abuses evei ainve, 
it will be questioned whether the linen 
trade after 'so long an establishment 
in this country, requires the aid of 
a board, with so large a sum of pub- 
lic mone) at their disposal, 01 whe- 
ther such an, institution is adapted 
to the present tunes. Even the pro- 
tection of new bunches of, the linen 
trade some tljink ought to be left to 
the energy of pnvaie adventure, and 
that premiums are useless and unne- 
cessary buidensome on tlje commu- 
nity at laige. 

Governments hostile to each other 
in all oihei things appear to foim 
similar opinions and to adopt similar 
Measures for the coercion ot the pre»s. 
The French emperor has published 
an edict foi bidding moie than one 
newspaper to be published in each 
department, except in the depart- 
ment of the Seine, which comprehends 
ine city of Pans, and that newspapeis 



previously to publication, must pass 
under the review of a licenser; Alas! 
poor Liheity! m what country of 
iiuiope wilt thou find an asylum > — 
The freedom of the press is in dan- 
gei ot being lost, either by being 
forced to undergo a previous examina- 
tion* or by the terrois of a two years 
imprisonment, hanging over the head 
ol an linfoitunate writer, who may 
exptess his complaints too roughly to 
suit the eais of men in power. The 
revival and univeisai sway of unre- 
lenting power, and a military despotism 
aie to be dreaded in the present slate 
of Europe: for such is the present 
tendency, if not speedily prevented 
by some powerful counteracting causes. 
As one step in this fatal progress, 
we may view the appointment of 
Bernadotte to be Crown Prince of 
Sweden, and his probable assump- 
tion at no distant period, of the 
Crown of that kingdom. Leaving for 
the present the consideration ot the 
enci eased powers of annoyance ac- 
quired by this measure against these 
countucs, and its probable effects in 
the impending struggle, it may be 
allowed to us to lament it as a step 
in the progress of military despotism. 
Bonaparte and his geneiais are likely 
to be the soveieigns of the continent 
of Europe. As a recommendation of 
Bernadotte he is stated to have serv- 
ed under Murat, now also made a 
King These appointments so dis- 
giaceful to the supposed superior 
lights of the piesent times, with which 
we so lavishly complimented ouiselves, 
are howevei stiictly in conformity 
to the old order ot things, and are 
only in continuation ot the feudal 
system revived under another form. 
Libeity, that invincible spu it, which 
it has latteily been the fashion 
and puny policy to decry, can alone 
form a bai rier to these encroachments, 
and unless its powerful aid is called 
into action, governments are likely 
to become increasingly military 
and consequently despotic, and the 
Murals and Beinadottes will establish 
their dynasties on a foundation not 
more unjust than the conqueiors of 
past ages, and become in their turn 
the founders of other regal families, in. 
like maiinei as William otBradenbuigh, 
the count of Bopsburgh, the pre- 
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decessor of the now falling house of 
Austria, of Gustavus Vasa, to whom 
Beinadotte its likely to be successor 
in the crown of Sweden. 

Amid the dark shades of the pie- 
sent era, it affords some consolation 
to observe that m the late treaty be- 
tween Britain and the Prince Regent 
of Portugal, this heretofoie bigoted 
court, has declared spontaneously that 
the inquisition shall not be established 
in the South American dominions of the 
Crowp of Portugal, and that the prince 
is in this point guided by an enlightened 
and liberal policy. Some giounds 
are also held out for hope that the 
inquisition may in time be abolished 
in Portugal. He also agrees to co- 
operate m the cause of humanity and 
justice in adopting the most efficacious 
means for bringing about a gradual 
abolition of the slave trade, through 
the whole of his dominions, being 
fully convinced of the injustice and 
impolicy of the slave trade, and of 
the great disadvantages which arise 
from the necessity of introducing a 
foreign and factitious population into 
South America. Have we not hence 
a dawn of hope of just sentiments 
prevailing > Lord Strangford, the Bri- 
tish ambassador to the couit of Brazil 
appears to be entitled to praise fur 
his share in the negociatiou of this 
part of this novel treaty, unprecedented 
in the usual routine of diplomacy. 

At Rome it appears (that Bonaparte 
has been endeavouring to promote 
an attention to manutaUuies. The 
people may well give up the splendour 
ot the Papal court for the more sub- 
stantial benefits of indusliious habits, 
and be great gainers by tne exchange. 
We hope their condition will be 
greatly ameliorated. 

Almeida has fallen with a consider- 
able havoc, and unprofitable waste of 
human life. Delusion may for a 
time furnish one source of hope, 
when another is destroyed, but it 
seems likely that the British Army 
will shortly be once more expelled from 
the Peninsula of Spain and Portugal. 
Ultimate success cannot reasonably 
be expected, and delay still further 
exhausts our treasure, and exposes 
the army to unavailing sufferings, 
without producing any tendency to 
better our own condition or that of 



221 



our allies. To trust stifl to delusive 
hope, notwithstanding repeated disap- 
pointments, and to iepose blind con- 
hdence in the chapter of accidents, 
m hopes of something favourable 
turning up, although the revolution 
of the wheel generally produces worse 
than the former, marks the present 
times, and shows the infatuation of 
the public mind. '1 he historv of the 
present war is remarkable "for re- 
neiated disappointments, and after 
every failure, the lenewal of fallacious 
hope. Coalition after coalition has 
failed, one nation has fallen after a- 
nother, and yet we would fain catch, 
oi appeal to eaten at something to 
flatter our prejudices, and keep us 
from seeing the dangers of our situation. 



The following remarks on the Lancas- 
trian Free School, now establishing 
in Belfast, may not be considered as 
misplaced at the close of a Political 
Retrospect. They relate to an impor~ 
ta'nt part of domestic policy. 
The laudable exeitions to promote 
the benefits of education among the 
poorer classes of society in Belfast are 
highly pleasing. The weekly or Sun- 
day School has aheady been pioduc- 
tive of much advantage, and the ex- 
ertions of the managers of that school 
to extend their plan to embiace a 
daily school on tne Lancaslnan model 
is highly deserving of commendation 
and encouragement. But in viewing 
the building now electing for the 
purpose, it appears irt be on too 
magnificent a stale. J here ou»ht to 
be eveiy accommodation both m sue 
and ventilation, but no superfluity, 
no ornaments of cut stone, nor iaige 
windows more calculated for show 
than use. .Even on the plan on which 
it is now erecting, after the additional 
story has been laid aside, the cost 
will be considerable. It would be 
highly imprudent to exhaust not only 
the funds, but the benevolence of the 
public in a costly building, without 
looking forwaid to the permanent 
support of the institution. No sub* 
scuptions can be expected from dis- 
tant places, for there is no inducement 
to hold out to remote subscribes 
to interest them by selfish motives 
to contribute, as in the case of the 
academical institution, to which many 



223 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



[Sept. 



in distant quarters subscribed with 
the view of seeing a seminaiy es- 
tablished at which their own children 
might hereafter be educated. Neither 
does the cause of philanthropy lequire 
the aid of foreign donations, for it 
would on truly benevolent principles, 
be much more fitting for each neigh- 
bourhood to exert themselves to pro- 
mote similar establishments in their 
immediate vicinity, according to their 
abilities, and the necessity for such 
establishments, than subscribe to a 
Metropolitan school in Belfast. 

One distinguishing feature in Lan- 
caster's plan, and which enhances its 
claim to usefulness, is a rigid frugality 
of expenditure in every department. 

He says that in order to render edu- 
cation among the poor, universal as 
it ought to be, it must be very cheap. 
Eveiy thing is therefore calculated 
to be done m the simplestand plainest 
manner. To save is one essential 
part of his system, and it would be 
a practical butt, to establish a Lan- 
castrian school on an expensive plan. 
In Joseph Lancaster's school, in the 
Borough Boad, Londo'n, the building 
is simple almost to an extreme. There 
is no decoiation, no ostentatious dis- 
play of architecture, and it stiength 
has been sufficiently attended to, no 
more can be said. But in Ireland 
ostentation is too generally a promi- 
nent detect in our charitable institu- 
tions as well as in our national cha- 
racter. There must be something m 
the showy exterior to catch the eye, 
and attest the gaze of the passengei. 
too frequently the funds which ought 
to be economized to produce com- 
fort within have been lavished on a 
ntagmucent outside. Some have said, 
it will do good, and tend to p<oinote 
the establishments of similar institu- 
tions to have a spacious building, to 
excite the inquiry, for what has this 
fine house been erected ? It is better 
to have Lancaster's lowly roof, well 
legulated within, than the grandest 
building. It is more appropriate, and 
in cliaiacter, and holds lorth a brighter 
example, and what is of the greatest 
impoitance, an example more easily 
imitated, and consequently more 
likely to produce a greater sum of 
good by bringing the imitation within 
the compass of smaller means tft ac- 
complish. It is an excellent moral 



maxim, to prefer in all cases the 
useful to the showy, Happy would 
it be for our country, if (this rule 
became a leading principle, both in 
pi ivate life, and in the conducting of 
public institutions 

In many instances the subscriptions 
to this institution in Belfast, have 
been liberal. This is right, and li- 
berality in contributing to extend 
the blessings of education to the poor 
is an act of sound policy, as well as 
of benevolence. 'I he richer ranks 
promote their own interests by en- 
couraging the poor to seek education 
for their childten. It may be allowed 
to call m question the patriotism, 
the pure love of his countiy, and of 
his kind, in any man who would 
refuse to contribute in propoition to 
his ability, to so praise-worthy apian. 
There is a false patriotism, which 
consists in an ostentatious cant of ex- 
pression, by which men are in the 
habit of imposing on otheis, and often 
on themselves. Talk is cheap, but 
the man who confirms his patriotism 
by the "unequivocal and authentic 
deed" is the true patriot. In the deed 
only we find sound patriotism, we 
read the heart. The paiade of patrio- 
tism is like to a bladder filled with 
gas. Jt may be compared to hydro- 
gen gas, which explodes with loud 
cracks, when after passing thtough 
water, it meets the ignited taper, 
or like the oxygen which consume- 
the charcoal, or wires with a daz- 
zling bnlliancy. These are showy 
effects ; but are little useful in teal 
life, while the plain substantial fiie 
buinB steadily, and affords heat and 
usefulness, 'i hus practical patriotism 
and a benevolence not easily evapour- 
able diffuses its blessings around, and 
the libeiahty of the purse is a good 
index to show that the heait is in 
the right place. It is hoped that 
in this school the education of girls 
will town a pari of the plan, other- 
wise the good work will not be half 
accomplished. When we consider 
the importance of females'jn domestic 
management, and their influence m 
educating and tiaimng the rising gene- 
ration, the necessity ot attending to the 
education ot girls even of higher interest 
tJiran the education of boys. Nectssary 
avocations frequently call fathers from 
borne, but good mothers seldom leave 
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the parental nest. To thera js es- 
pecially committed the charge of the 
young, and as they are capable of 
discharging their duty., or are trained 
io the neglect of it, will the suc- 
ceeding generation be improved, or 
injured. A mother, who Jhas been 
early trained to habits of usefulness 
is in a moral point of view a most 
valuable acquisition to her 
md to the state. 
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DOCUMENTS. 

Jfattract flora the .i6lh report o e the Co>»- 
missioners of Account of Jrelund, ordered 
ig the House of Commons t» be printed 
30<A. Apiil, 1810. 

HM^N AMD HELPER KA,NOFACTURE. 

Id our former reports we have repeat- 
wily observed upon the great iuatteutiou 
of the trustees to their money concerns, 
and the improper negligence of the offi- 
cers employed under them. The nature 
of the disallowances we have found ne- 
cessary to make in the present account, 
amounting to one thousand six bundled 
and nineteen pounds fourteen shillings aad 
a Denny, has called our attention agaiu 
most particularly to this subject. 

These disallowances seem sufficiently 
explained at the foot of the above ac- 
count. 

The different sums, making two hun- 
dred and seventy-five pounds ten shillings, 
vouched by receipts, duplicates of which 
w.e find have been already passed in sup- 
port of similar charges allowed in the 
preceding account, as paid by Mr. Duflin, 
have been disallowed, and must be re- 
funded by u.iu. 

. Also,, sixty-eight pounds sixteen shil- 
lings and four pence halfpenny fur betop 
hatchels, which appears to. have. been 
twice taken credit tor, first on the receipt 
of the artificer far its value, and again 
pa the receipt of the grantee for the uten- 
sils to the inspector general, which be 
should not have taken credit for, and 
therefore this sum must be also refunded 
by. him. 

Also, the sum of seven hundred' and 
nineteen pouucU for making machines for 
breaking hemp, &C. and packing cases, 
the bill and receipt of the mechanist not 
having been produced to us, though the 
receipt of the grantees appears. It is 
observable that Ibe amount of seventy- 
fiVe pounds included in the above, which 
fa charged for making cases, has been aU 
ready discharged. Mr. Parke, the arcbi- 
tect, having paid the amount of making 
these cases to Mr. Meagher, bis carpen- 
ter, whom the inspector general ordered 
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to m<ilce thom, and said lie would pay him, 
hut it appears tie did not pay him, 
but paid the whole ainountofthisseventy- 
fire pounds to Mr. Telfair, the mechanist, 
911 an estimate of five pounds each fore- 
very case, which Is nearly double what 
bas been paid tor them by Mr. Paike to 
Mr. Meagher; and Mil Meagher depo- 
ses, that be made a case for each of these 
machines, and was paid for them by Mr. 
Parke. The amount of the. expeace of 
Mhese^caaes must also be refunded by Mr. 
Puffin to the trustees. The remainder of 
this sum must be disallowed, until the in- 
spector general produces proper autlion- 
tiesTraccouuts, bills, and receipts foi it. 
none of which lie has at present exhibited 
to us. The total amount to be refunded 
by Mr. Inspector General to the trustees 
then appears to be tie sum of four hun- 
dred and nineteen pounds six shillings and 
four pen.ee halfpenny. 

. The. trustees expended about twenty- 
four thousand pounds per annum, a con- 
siderable part of -which goes to pay their 
establishment and' inferior officers, of 
whom there is a regular series-, consisting 
of inspector general, provincial inspec- 
101s, port inspectors, county inspectors, 
and then- deputies j t be letter do not ap- 
pear upon the face <jf fhis account, either 
as to the number or payment, being paid 
in general by fines levied for improper 
practices, to the amount, $* eight hundred 
pounds per annum, besides ->eal- masters, 
and persons who gratuitously assist in tlie 
distribution of machinery, premiums, &q. 
These are so arranged t^at they might 
form proper cheques botli on the public 
ami each other, and might convey correct 
information to the trusteesof all the pro- 
ceedings of the department ; hut these 
officers do not suffieiently perform their 
duty. The trustees are too numerous, 
too fluctuating, have too great a variety 
of opinions, and frequently. counteract 
each other. They seldom attend in pro- 
per uurabers ; they frequently, in our "- 
pinion, act in direct opposition to law-, 
as appear* 011 the face of their minutes, 
particularly in the most essential .points 
of making grants and paying money— 
They have no emolumeut,butsuch as they 
ought to derive in commou witb the pub- 
lic, from their own grant", and therefore 
cannot be expected to give due attention 
to the performance of so very laborious 
a duty. 

The inspector general, who is the first 
officer under the trustees, appears to 
have been very negligent, and yet to hiin, 
alone seems to be committed, by the trus- 
tees, the whole management of this great 
establishment. They generally take fflf 
Ft 



